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OPENING REMARKS

he Palestine National Authority, according to the Oslo agreement, was
to be constituted by general elections in July, 1994. As we all know,
these elections did not take place; and the PNA is today still what Mr.
Arafat hastily put together last year, a non-representative, ramshackle
structure answerable solely to him.

The first, and so far the main accomplishment of the PNA, has been
to establish a police and security system in Gaza and Jericho, along the
lines of the muikhabarat state familiar in most Arab regimes. Little if any
progress has been achieved in any other field.

People at first were willing to put up with the confusion that
inevitably followed and wait for Mr. Arafat to build his administration
and prepare for the elections. But it soon became clear that Mr. Arafat
was not reatly interested in administration or in elections but primarily
in consolidating his own power. He brought in his followers and
systematically excluded available Palestinian talent. The result was
the creation of mirror-image structures of the PLO, and a state of chaos
reminiscent of Beirut and Tunis.

Most Palestinians now see no other way out of the present impasse
except by holding elections as soon as possible to elect a Palestinian
National Assembly empowered with the establishment of a legal
national authority.

Last week, during Mr. Christopher’s trip to the Middle East, the
Rabin government declared, in what Foreign Minister Peres termed a
“breakthrough” in the talks with Mr. Arafat, a definite date, next July 1,
for holding the elections. But Prime Minister Rabin dampened the
announcement by stating that the only obstacle te moving ahead was
what he called Palestinian “terrorism,” adding, “therefore, aiming at the
target date jof elections] is a test to both sides.”

How should we read these words? Simply, that holding the
elections next July will be contingent on Mr. Arafat suppressing the
Istamic opposition movement in Gaza and the West Bank. In other
words, Mr. Rabin literally wants Mr. Arafat to replicate in Palestine the

H I S H A M status and role of General Lahad in South Lebanon. He obviously
intends to use the elections to push Mr. Arafat into acting forcefully
against the Islamic opposition. It is no secret that neither he nor Mr.

S H A R A B l Arafat are very keen about free and democratic elections, especially

internationally supervised elections. [t is not surprising if what is
promised in this “breakthrough™ does not sound very promising to
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