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Samar Assad is Executive Director of The Jerusalem Fund and its educational program, The 
Palestine Center, a Washington, DC-based think tank dedicated to analysis of U.S. policy to-
ward Palestine and the Middle East. Prior to her appointment on 15 May 2005, Assad served 
as Senior Analyst at The Palestine Center for three years. She has appeared on CNN (domestic 
and international), C-Span’s Washington Journal, the News Hour with Jim Lehrer, Foreign 
Exchange with Fareed Zakaria and various other news shows. She has been interviewed on 
AP Radio, BBC World Radio, Pacifica Radio and several National Public Radio affiliates. In 
addition to previous work for the Associated Press, her analysis has appeared in CounterPunch 
Magaine, the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and the Daily Star (Beirut).

Known for her informed research on Palestinian politics and the peace process, Assad served 
as communications advisor to the PLO Negotiations Support Unit in the West Bank from 
2000-01.  A journalist by training, Assad covered Palestine and Israel for the Associated Press 
in Jerusalem from October 1996 to June 2000 prior to her work with the NSU. Before joining 
AP, Assad worked for the Los Angeles Times’ Jerusalem Bureau. Raised in Ramallah, Assad 
graduated from San Francisco State University in 1994 with a degree in journalism and inter-
national relations. 

The Palestine Center, which focuses on analysis of U.S. policy toward the Middle East and the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, was established in 1991. The Center is the educational program of 
the Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community Development, an independent non-profit 
organization that has done humanitarian work in and around the Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory since 1977. The Center’s publications and events focus on educating the American public 
about the Palestinian experience and providing informed analysis of regional events to the 
media, policy and political communities based in Washington, DC. 
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