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THE UNTOLD STORY: THE COSTS OF ISRAEL’S QCCUPATION TO THE
PALESTINIANS IN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA

FACT SHEET 1 OVERVIEW *

The 37-year Israeli military occupation of the Palestinian West Bank, Gaza Strip
and East Jerusalem has been marked by damage, destruction and loss of
Palestinian life and property. As yet, there is no full account of such losses. These 1. OVERVIEW

four fact sheets illustrate the kinds of losses that should be documented to | 2. | ossesFrom THE
underpin a compensation regime.1 SECOND INTIFADA

3. ONE COMMUNITY’S
THE OccuPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORIES The West Bank, Gaza, and East | LosstEs UNDER SIEGE
Jerusalem constitute the 22% of Mandate Palestine that remained in Arab hands | 4.HowTo Assess
following the creation of the State of Israel in 1948. The West Bank comprises | PALESTINIAN LOSSES

FACT SHEET SERIES

some 5,600-5,655 sq. km. The Gaza Strip comprises about 365 sq. km.

e After 1948, Jordan controlled the West Bank and Egypt administered the Gaza Strip. Israel
occupied both areas in 1967. Some 275,000 Palestinians left or were forced out of the West Bank
during the 1967 War.? Israel later expelled or displaced 90,000 Palestinians from the Gaza Strip.

e Since 1967, Israel has confiscated about 79% of the Occupied Territories, annexed East
Jerusalem, carved out some 670 km. of by-pass roads for the exclusive use of Israeli settlers and
army, and built upward of 400 Jewish settlements, including over 100 “outposts.”

e By 2003, the total Palestinian population in the Occupied Territories was estimated at over 3.6
million people, up from about 1.2 million before 1967. Yet they remained unable to establish new
villages or towns, while facing ever greater restrictions on the use of their own resources.’

SEPARATING PALESTINIANS FROM THEIR LAND The occupation ushered in a system in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip that facilitated Israeli land acquisition and settlement building and that asserted Israeli control
over every facet of Palestinian life — to date there are 1,500 military orders in the West Bank alone.*

e These “laws” have restricted or otherwise rendered “illegal” such Palestinian actions as proving
title to lands, digging wells and cultivating their lands, and expanding their towns or villages.

e While the built up areas of Israeli settlements comprise just under 3% of the West Bank, the total
area of land controlled by settlement councils within their planning areas is far greater, reaching
41.4% (in Gaza, the percentages are 1.7% and 31%).

* The fact sheet series is based on the full-length study by Souad Dajani, “The Untold Story: The Cost of Israel’s
Occupation to the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip” (Washington, DC: The Palestine Center, 2005). The
Palestine Center is the educational arm of The Jerusalem Fund for Education and Community Development,
www.thejerusalemfund.org. All rights reserved.

' This study has as its point of departure the continued applicability of international law, which clearly defines the West Bank and
Gaza Strip (including East Jerusalem) as occupied territories from which Israel is obliged to withdraw.

% Some became refugees for a second time, having been earlier driven out of their towns and villages in areas of Palestine that
became Israel in 1948. At that time, some 800,000 Palestinians became refugees.

® Jewish settlements were exempted from provisions governing equivalent Palestinian localities.

* Palestinians do not always have access to the texts; some laws are never translated into Arabic; all are ultimately subjugated to
“military” and “security” considerations. See Jamil Rabah and Natasha Fairweather, Israeli Military Orders in the Occupied West
Bank, 1967-1992 (Jerusalem: Jerusalem Media and Communication Center, 1993); and Raja Shehadeh, Occupier’s Law: Israel and
the West Bank (Washington, D.C.: Institute for Palestine Studies, 1985).



CONFISCATED LAND AND PROPERTY IN EAST JERUSALEM One of Israel’s first acts following its occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip was to extend Israeli law into East Jerusalem and declare the joined
western and eastern parts Israel’s “unified capital.” Israel went on to
e Expand the municipal boundaries tenfold through land confiscation from 28 surroundmg Arab
villages, and expropriate about 15% of the total area of the Palestinian Old C|ty
e Refuse to grant Palestinians building permits, demolish homes, and deny or revoke residency
permits — as a result, over 60,000 Palestinians were forced to leave the city.
e Settle some 200,000 Jewish settlers in dozens of settlements established since 1967.

Initial calculations estimate the total value of Palestinian property, material losses, and compensation for
human losses and suffering in the western area of Jerusalem, lost in 1948 at $24bn (1994 figures).
Losses in the eastern part, in today’s terms, could easily double that amount.®

PALESTINIAN AGRICULTURAL AND WATER LOSSES Israel used the military occupation to integrate the more
vulnerable Palestlnlan economy into its own — an important variable in calculating the costs of
occupation.” By 2002, for example, it was estimated that for every dollar produced domestically, 45 cents
were channeled to the Israeli economy. 8 In addition,

e By the early 1990s, Israeli land confiscations and restrictions had reduced cultivated lands in the
West Bank to well below 33% of their 1966 figures, and in the Gaza Strip to about 35% by 2001.

e Over one million trees of various types (olive, citrus, palm trees, grape, other fruits, etc.) are
estimated to have been uprooted or destroyed since the beginning of the Second Intifada in
September 2000. At $250 to replace an olive tree, and $1,000 for each date palm, the total
surpasses $227mn.’

e Over 83% of West Bank water was diverted for use inside Israel and for Jewish settlements. By
2002, daily water use by Israel and settlers was estlmated at five times that of West Bank
Palestinians and seven times that of Gaza Strip Palestinians.

If the Palestinians had the 500 million cubic meters per year now annually confiscated by Israel, they
could increase the value of their agricultural output to $2bn per year

PROPERTY DAMAGE AND DESTRUCTION Depending on which source is consulted, Israel may have
demolished or damaged over 20,000 Palestinian homes since 1967. Just two figures from the Second
Intifada give a sense of the scale of the destruction and costs to Palestinians of the Israeli occupation:
° Between March and May 2002, Israeli raids caused more than $63mn worth of damage to private
housing."
e The destruction of the Palestinian Authority security apparatus and faC|I|t|es exceeded $38.5mn in
the West Bank and $34.5mn in the Gaza Strip over the first 18 months.™

® An assessment of lost Palestinian property in East and West Jerusalem can be found in BADIL Resource Center, Eviction,
Restitution, and Protection of Palestinian Rights in Jerusalem (April 1999).
6 Ibid., 23, citing figures by Atif Kubursi.
7 See for example, Diwan and Shaaban, Development Under Adversity: The Palestinian Economy in Transition (Washington, DC:
The World Bank, 1999).
® Even the contributions of international aid agencies follow this pattern. See UNCTAD, “Program of Assistance to the Palestinian
People,” conference papers for the Consultative Meeting Palestine Rehabilitation and Development Forum (Beirut: 29-30 July
2003), 4.
® The World Bank has provided this guide: $250 per olive tree, $250 per citrus tree, $150 per almond tree, $1,000 per date palm,
etc. See The World Bank, Fifteen Months — Intifada, Closures and Palestinian Economic Crisis- An Assessment, Table A3.3:
Damage to Trees, Crops, Soil, and Structures, End-December 2001 (Washington, DC: The World Bank, 8 March 2002), 115.
'° Miloon Kothari, “Report of the Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing as a Component of the Right to an Adequate Standard of
Living,” Commlsston on Human Rights E/CN.4/2003/5/Add.1 (10 June 2002).
" Atif Kubursi, “Economic Decline and Dependency in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,” Palestine Center, Information Brief, No. 36, 5
JuIy 2000.

2 Assessments by the Support Group of the Local Aid Coordination Committee (LACC), http://www.support-group.org (data
published 23 May 2002, updated 2 June 2002).
'3 Palestinian Economic Council for Development and Reconstruction (PECDAR), Economic Reports: Palestinian Economic Losses,
Annex Il (September 2000 - April 2002), http://www.pecdar.org.




