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declaration distributed at the end of February, entitled “A Declaration
of Position Addressed to Palestinian and Arab Public Opinion,” was
signed by hundreds of prominent Palestinian men and women,
including professionals, politicians, activists, members of the Palestine
National Council, and present and former members of the PLO
Executive Committee. The central segment of this declaration states:

There can be no peace so long as the Palestinian people are
deprived of their right of self-determination and the right to return,
and the right to establish an independent Palestinian state on
Palestinian soil with Jerusalem as its capital. There can be no peace if
the Jewish settlements remain in place and the Palestinian detainees
are not freed and if Israet continues to exercise domination over the
Palestinian people and to deny them full sovereignty over their land,
water resources, and the borders of their state.

This position is not merely that of so-called extremists and religious
fanatics, but of a majority of Palestinians inside and outside Palestine
and of a majority of Arabs and Muslims throughout the world.

The Israeli and the Clinton administration response to such opposition
has always been dismissive. They insist on seeing the peace process as
opposed only by “terrorists” and “Muslim fanatics.” They refuse to
allow discussion of any of the larger issues — Jerusalem, settlements,
refugees, final borders, water, and security — while ignoring what Israel
is doing on the ground to pre-determine the outcome of these coming
negotiations.

Many of those who signed this declaration had initially accepted the
Declaration of Principles despite deep reservations — as did most
Palestinians. They accepted it as a fait accompli and were ready to
support negotiations to end the bloodshed and the suffering and to
bring about a modus vivendi between Palestinians and Israelis, based,
they hoped, on equality and mutual recognition, with the expectation
that this might one day lead to self-determination and independence.

But recent events, especially since the Cairo Agreement and the Oslo
li agreement, and after Israel's savage revenge campaign against the
Palestinian population in the West Bank and Gaza following the suicide
attacks in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, have dampened these hopes and ;
convinced even the most moderate and optimistic among the |
Palestinians that the final status negotiations, far from granting the
Palestinian people their basic rights, will most likely lead to
strengthening Israel’s grip over Palestine.

The message this statement carries today does not threaten war and
revenge. It is rather a sober call upon Israel and the Clinton
administration by a majority of Palestinian leaders — prominent figures



























































































