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Executive Summary

A Israeli settler violence presents a direct and consistent threat to Palestinian civilians
and their property in the occupied West Bank and instances of Israeli settler
violence are on the rise.

A From 2010 to 2011 there was a 39 percenincrease in incidents of Israel Settler
violence. In the five year period from 2007 though 2011 there has been a 315
percentincrease.Conversely, over the same-§year period, there has been a 95
percent decrease inPalestinian violence in the West Bank.

A There is a noticeable shift in the proportion of violence as it occurs geographically in
the West Bank. In the past, the southern part of the West Bank saw the largest
number of instances but in recent years the nahern part of the West Bank is
becoming increasingly targeted and has overtaken the southern part of the West
Bank in terms of number of attacks.

A The period of the olive harvest annually brings a peak in violent settler activity. The
presence of Palestiran civilians in olive groves, where they are easy targets for
unrestrained and violent Israeli settlers, is the main reason why this occurs on an
annual basis.

A There is a noticeable increase in the frequency and proportion of arson attacks
employed by vblent settlers. This suggests that violent settlers are increasingly
choosing this method of violence and will continue to do so. The percentage of arson
among all attack types in 2005 was 6 percent and has risen to 11 percent in 2011.

A While minimal variation in Israeli settler violence over time can be explained as a
response to Israeli state actions against settlements, like the dismantlement of
outposts, the vast majority of Israeli settler violence is not responsorial but rather
structural and symptomatic of occupation.

A Over 90 percent of all Palestinian villages which have experienced multiple
instances of Israeli settler violence are in areas which fall under Israeli security
jurisdiction.
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tripled from about 200,000 in 1990 to well above 0,000 today. Throughout this Israeli expansion
into Palestinian territory the usurpation of Palestinian resources continues to be commonplace.
However, in recent years the phenomenon of Israékettler violence against Palestinian civilians has
become a primary concern for the safety and security of Palestinian livelihood. While Israeli settler
violence is not new, the extent and frequency with which i perpetrated today is. This undeniable
trend, which has been evident for several years now, seems to be the new normal. For this reason
this study aims to better understand where and how settler violence is happening and what causes
it in an effort to understand how best to stop it.

Data: Origins and Scope

The data used in this analysis is largely from daily reports of the Palestine Monitoring Gro(pMG)
x E E A En irfeGagéhfy group of Palestinian civilian ministries and security agencies. Establesh
in August 2003, the PMG monitors all aspects of ground conditions in the Occupied West Bank,
including East Jerusalem, and the Occupied Gaza St his resource provides the best readily
available data, catalogued on a daily basis, for analysig/hile the PMG reports record various
events,includingOEA ) OOAAIT  3$IBFmktions Aaid drr€sis, Ancuisioris and so on, we
coded the daily reports for two different types of eventssettler violence and Palestiniarattacks.

Our aim was to get better understanding of Israei settler violence and where, how, how often and

why it happens. To make the best attempt at answering the why, we coded Palestinian attacks over

the same span of time in an attempt to understand the relationship between theo. Could Israeli

settler violence be a response to Palestinian violence? We discuss this in our analysis belte.

also sought to understand the relationship between Israeli government actions arsgttler violence.

Coverage of Israeli settler violence E0AT AAOAOEAAO OPOEAA OACd AOAT O60Oh
retaliations to Israeli government action that limit the O A O Opolkical@dals. To understand the

relationship between these two variables and to grasp just what extent of Israeli settl violence is

ET Z£ZAAO OPOEAA OAC3d AOOAAEOh xA AT AAA ) OOAAI E OO0OA
relationship between the two below.

The data covers the period from September of 2004 througDecemberof 2011. This severplus

year span of ddiy events amounts to over 300 separate incidents codedn the settler violence
database We are able to code for many important variables including the date and time of the
incident, the type of incident, the location of the incident, the number of injues or deathsif any,

and the settlement of origin from which the perpetrators departed. For this last variable, settlement
of origin, we have d#&a on approximately one third of incidents (N=1,163). Incidents occurred in

1 http://www.nad -plo.org/etemplate.php?id=184

2 Since this data was recorded by the PM@e Palestine Center cannot independently verifthe veracity of
every incident. However, trends identified in this data match trends identified by various other independent
and international agencies lke UN OCHA.
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every governorate of the West Bank In a later section of this reportwe will discuss in detail the
specific challenges facing Palestinian victims of settler violence in each governorate.

Trends and Patterns

In this section,we will cover three types of trends in Israel settler violence that have occurred over
the duration of the period reflected in our database.

General Trend Over Time

With the exception of 2005, which saw a flurry of violent settler activity, setter violence has steadily
increased year after yearThe increase in inidents is particularly significant beginning in 2007. It is
important to note in the chart here that data for 2010 is incomplete and includes only the first
elevenmonths of the year? while 2011 and all other years are complete

Incidents Per Year 2005 -2011

1200
1000

800 ~

600 /

400 ™~ /’////r
v

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

200

= |ncidents

Two thousand eleverwas by far the most violent yearseeing a 3%ercentincrease over the

previous year and a 315ercentincrease over a merdive years ago. In early 2011, we identified

this trend at an event at the Palestine Center notinghThere is] a very strong, not&ble increase in

Israeli settler violence over the past five years, and mind you 2011 is on pace to beat 2010. We started
xEOE Al A@OOAT AT U OETTAT O Oxi 111 OEO T14muriggr vu AT A
this same period above, Palestiniamiolence in the West Bank drops dramatically (95%).

®Due to a gap in the available daily reports, December 2010 is missing from our database and aggregate

T 0 AAOO &I O ¢mpnm xAOA xAECEOAA O1 bDOI AGAA AT AAAEOQOEIT A]
4 Transcript- Presentation at Palestine Center, April 119, 2011
http://www.thejerusalemfund.org/ht/display/ContentDetails/i/29175/pid/897
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TrendsOver Space

The second important trend is the change in where settler violence is concentrated. The chart
below depicts a noticeable shift over the duration of the period reflected in our data. Herthe
number of incidents per year in each governorate is shown. Hebron, the southernmost governorate
of the West Bank, has long been the locale that has seen the largest single portion of settler
violence. Much of this violence is personal and close ramdype attacks like assault, vehicular
assault, harassment or stone throwing. This is largely due to the presence of a small number of
particularly ideological Israeli settlers in the heart of a major Palestinian city in the West Bank;
Hebron. In the govenorate of Hebron, we can separate incidents into two categories to better
understand the effecti £ OEEO O Al 1 AT 1T AAT OOA OBdstivericoperdehtO 01 AOO
of incidents in the Hebron governorate occur in the city of Hebron while theemaining 40 percent
occur in the surrounding villages.

However,ET OAAAT O UAAOO xA8OA AAcCOT O 11 OEAA AEAT CA
settler violence. As depicted in the chart below, Nablus, a governorate in the north of the West

Bank, is seeing an increasingly larger portion of settler violence than ever before. The polynomials

in the chart reflect the trends over time. This northward shift in violence is also evident in other

governorates in the north of the West Bank including RamallatlQalgilya and Salfit which accounted

for about 20 percent of incidents in 2006 and account for 3(ercent of incidents so farin 2011.
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That the proportion of incidents in the north is so high by this point in the yearis particularly
startling as theannual peak of settler violence incidents in the north occurs in the months of
October and November during the Palestinian olive harvest.

In the chart below, we look at when and where incidents happen by dividing governorates into

north and south regions with the former including Jenin, Nablus, Qalgilya, Salfit, Tubas and
Tulkarem and the later including Ramallah, Bethlehem, Hebron, Jerusalem and Jericho. The
governorates in the north region are far more populated wittolive trees than those in the southin
fact, some 68oercent of the West Bank land cultivated witholive trees is in the north while 32
percentis in the southé You can easily see that the most noticeable gap between the two regions is
evident during the olive harvest. This divergence isargely due tothe presence of Palestinian
civilians in olive groves during the harvest where they become easy targets for Israeli settlers.

Percentage of Incidents By Region and Month

m South = North

Olive Harvest
~ )

In general, the geographic trend north, where rural villages are predominantiiargeted, suggests
that settlers are exploiting unfettered access to isolated Palestinian villages to perpetrate violence
more than ever before.

5 Chart above reflects first 9 months of 2011
6 http://www.poica.org/editor/case_studies/view.php?recordlD=455
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Trends in Tactics

_ _ Top Incident Types in
Israeli settlers have used a variety of

methods to attack Palestinian civilians and 2011

their property. There are clear varidions in

the methods usel over space andto a ® Arson
lesser degreeover time. While our database
recorded all types of attacks including
kidnappings, stabbings,poisonings and
many more, this section of the report will
focus on the most often occurring attacks
which, on an annual basisaccount for the
majority of Israeli settler violence. Thus far
in 2011, for example, the top six attack
types depicted in the chart account for
approximately 75 percentof all incidents.

m Stone Throwing

m Destruction of
Property

H Vehicular Attack

m Shootings

® Physical Attacks

Misc.

Understanding the attack types:

ARSON This is the deliberate setting to fire of property. The
percentage ofarson attacks has doubled since 2005 when it made
up close to 6percentof settler attacks. This alarming trend is most |
evident in the north of the West Bank where through September of
2011 Nablus and Qalgilya alone saw 5percent of all arsons. In our
database arson attacks, which overwhelmingly target property and
often agriculture, have resulted in onlyten injuries and

immeasurable loss of property.

STONE THROWINGThis is the throwing of stones either at civilians or

their livestock, vehiclesor homes. Like arson, stone throwing has become a
more prevalent attack type in recemyears having accounted for 20 percent
of attacks in 2005 and 32%ercentthus far in 2011. A similar geogaphic

shift in this attack type is also noticeable. In 2005, for example, the majority |
of stone throwing incidents, 55percent, took place in Hebron while Nablus,
Qalgilya and Ramallah combined saw less than 2@rcent of these
incidents. Today, a near imersion of these numbers is evident with Hebron
seeing about 20percentand Nablus, Qalgilya and Ramallah seeing 58
percent8 7 A6 0OA OAAT OAAA pxp ETEOOEAO
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DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTYhis is simplythe deliberate
destruction of property excluding arsons. Often, these attacks
take the form of uprooting Palestinian cropsparticularly olive
trees, but can also include other acts like the deliberate
destruction of wells or vehicles. Generally speaking, these
incidents are dividedgeographically across the West Bank
however,in recent years northern governorates have seen an |
increase in their share of such incidents. Destruction of property -
has resulted infive injuries and the loss of countless Palestinian crops and trees.

VEHICULAR ATTACKThis is the use of vehicles to attack Palestinian
civilians or their livestock. Often the most vulnerable members of society
fall victim to thesetypes of attacks including children and the elderly.
Shepherds and Bedouin who are often grazinteir livestock in fields
adjacent to roads have fallen prey to these types of attacks as well. Thes¢
incidents are most prevalent in the Hebron governorate but also
increasingly a problem in the northern governorates of Nablus, Qalqgilya
and Salfit alongan Israeli settler road corridor. Vehicular attacks have
claimed the lives often Palestinian civilians over the period covered by
our data and left 208 more injured.

SHOOTINGSTNhis is selfexplanatory. Settlers are largely armed and have
used firearms a@inst Palestinian civilians. Geographically, this attack type is
distributed throughout the West Bank with the largest number of incidents
occurring in Hebron (24 percent) and Nablus (32percent). Shootings have
left fourteen Palestinians dead and 100 ma injured during the period for
which we have recorded data.

PHYSICAL ATTACKSThese are persorto-person violent attacks.
Unlike some of the other attacks, physical attacks require a high
degree of proximity to be carried out and for this reason theyra
most prevalent in the Hebron governorate and particularly in the
city of Hebron itself where settlers live in the midst of a
Palestinian city. Over 4(Qpercent of physical attacks in our
database occurred in Hebron. This type of attack has
understandably been the most harmful to Palestinians and has
resulted in the death ofthree civilians and the injury of 675 others
in the period covered by our data.

The Palestine Center 6 When Settlers Attack



Why?

What causes Israeli settler violence or rather, what increases the occurrence of settler viotenover
space and time? We have already established earlier in this report the clear increase in incidents
during the olive harvest season. However, settler violence is a consistent phenomenon that occurs
on a daily or near daily basisln 2011, for exampk, we witnessed an average &.6 incidents per

day. The question then is what conditions effect increases and decreases in settler violence?

There are three possible explanations for patterns of settler violence. These fall into two categories;

the first is responsorial and the second is structural. Two explanations fall under tHest category

and these are 1}that settler violence is a respose to Palestinian attacks or 2)hat settler violence

is a response to Israeli government actions against settlédeology. This second explanation has

AAART OAEAOOAA OI AO OEA ODPOEAA OAcé Awobl AT AGEI I
describe their strategy. The strategy, as they describe it, is aimed at exacting a price for each step

the state oflsrael takes against the settler movement.

The third explanation is structural and has less to do with changing variables over time and
everything to do with unchanging security conditions on the ground. This explanation provides that
patterns of settler violence can be explained geographically because the stratified security
jurisdiction across the West Bank creates pockets where there is little or no deterrent for settler

attacks.
Explanations
|
I |
Responsorial Structural
_ _ _ _ Settler violence is a
Settler violence is a Settler violence is a product of
response to Israeli response to demographics and
government actions? Palestinian violence? security arrangements?

In this section we will test these three explanations in the hopes of uedstanding what best
explains patterns of settler violence. To do seve will employ an analysis of the data we hee
collected as well as anlggze cases in each governorate to better understand these events over

geography.

The Palestine Center 7 When Settlers Attack



We begin with the first category & explanations the responsorial. To deternine how powerful an
explanationthese different notions provide we needed to understand the relationship between
several variables andrends in Israeli settler violence. We coded for two variables which each can
be divided into two sub-variables. These are explained below

Palestinian Violence/Attacks

We sought to understand if Israeli settler violence is a response to Palestinian violence. To do this,
we recorded all instances of Palestinian violence over the tienperiod that corresponds with our
settler violence data. This variable was divided into two based on the location of the attack. Attacks
emanating from Gaza (overwhelmingly rockets which caused no casualties) were coded separately
than attacks in the WestBank. The reason for this is straightforward; we believed that if settler
violence was a response to Palestinian attacks it would likebe more connected to attacks in the
West Bank which are closer to the actual settlers than attacks from Gaza. Of ceurse could not
discount the possibility that settler violence is also a response to attacks from Gaza. To understand
the individual effects of both of these variables we tested them in the same model.

Israeli Government Actions

We also wanted to understad if Israeli settler violence is a response to Israeli government actions
xEEAE EAOA AAAT A ASEettldr Broupsthave #nAoundell @éir infedidna & &itdok
Palestinians anytime the state of Israel acts against the settlers. Notable instas have come when
Israel withdrew its settlers from Gaza. During this period, settler violence in the West Bank
increased dramatically. Other notable instances were also present over time. To test this, we
recorded instances of Israeli government actionagainst the settlements over the period covered
by our database. We divided these into two variables as well. The first was announcements of
decisions either by thelsraeli Cabinet, the Knesset or the Israeli courts to limit settlement
expansion or dismarile settlements or settlement infrastructure. The second was instances of
executions of those decisions. We sought to parse these two because we believed settlers might
have different responses to executions and announcements. To test the relationship otloto

settler violence we included them in our model.

A Responsorial Phenomenon?

After analyzing the datd using the week as our unit of analysis (368bservations), we were able to
understand the effect of both Palestinian attacks and Isragjpvernment actions onsettler violence.
The number of settler violence incidents in any given week was tested against the number of
Palestinian attacks in the West Bank and Gaza and Isragdivernment actions against the settlers.

The results revealthat Palestinianattacks do not have a positive relationship with Israeli settler
violence, neither do Israeligpvernment announcements. The onlyactor which has a positiveand
statistically significant relationship with settler violence is Israeligovernment executions.However,
this model explains very little of the variationin Israeli settler violence over thesevenyear span.In
fact, 84percentof weeks in the analysis did not see any Israeli government executions. These cases

" For tabulated results, see Appendix
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still had significant variation (Mean =9.1, S.DV. = 7.9This lends significant evidence to suggest
that Israeli settler violence is not a responsorial phenomenon and thatthesh A1 1 AA OPOEAA OA
attacks only make up a very small part of the explanation behind why settler violence occurs.

So, if settler violence is not explained as a response to other events, what other factors coaiffict
the prevalence of these attacks against Palestinians and their property? We turn next to the
geographic and structural explanation.

The Palestine Center 9 When Settlers Attack



Governorate Cases: Mapping the Violence

Below we look at each governorate and show the most common attacking settlements within that
governorate and the villages that are more vulnerable and most often targeted. The names of the
most vulnerable villagesare encircled on the map in yellow and the red arrows show the direction
from which attacks on that village come from. These maps allow us to better understand the
geography of Israeli settler violence and also give the reader a nuanced understanding aftjow
intertwined Israeli settlements are among Palestinian villages. Notice the location
of the targeted villages and which area of security jurisdiction they overwhelmingly
fall in.
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Hebron

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Bat Ayin, Bat Hadassah, Hagai, Harsina,
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Jenin oy

Most Common Attacking Settlements 8: Mevo Dotan, Sa Nur, Homesh a
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8 The settlements of Homesh and SaNur were evacuated in 2005. However, settlers often attempt to come
back to restart their settlements in those areas and confront Palestinian civilians. Homesh settlers in
particular became more active in attacks after its dismantlement.
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Jericho

Most Common Attackin g Settlements: Mitzpeh Yericho, Vered Yericho, Tomer

Most Common Targets: Awja®, Ein Duyuk, Malih, Wadi Qilt, Fasayil
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9ija sees the majority of settler violence in the governorate and its location on a main settler road hasich
to do with an overrepresentation of vehicular attacks compared to other governorates.
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Jerusalem

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Maale Adumim, Maale Mikhmas, Neve
Yakov

Most Common Targets: Mikhmas, Sheikh Jaah, Silwan, Old City
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Nablus

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Yitzhar, Bracha, Alon Moreh, Itamar

Most Common Targets: Burin, Huwwara, Iraq Burin, Urif, Yanun,Qusra, Qaryut, ety
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Qalgilya

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Kedumim, Karnei Shomron, Havat Gilad "

Most Common Targets: Azzun, Farrata, Immatin, Jinsafut, Jit, Kfur Laqif, Kfur
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Ramallah

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Halamish, Beit El, Shilo

Most Common Targets: Turmus Ayya, Mughayyir, Sinjil, Deir Nidham, Beitillu
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Salfit

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Ariel, Kfar Tappuah, Revava, Yakir

Most Common Targets: Brugin, Deir Istiya, Deir Bllut, Haris, Kufr adDik, Wadi

Qana, Yasuf, Zatara.
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Tubas 9

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Maskiyot, Rotem )

Most Common Targets: Ein al Bayda, Malih
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Tulkarem

Most Common Attacking Settlements: Einav, Avni Hafetz

Most Common Targets: Ramin, Beit Lid, Kufr Labad
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What becomes evident when looking at the location of the attacking settlements and the targeted
villages in each governorate is a fairly consistent pattern of attacking within areas whersrhel has
security jurisdiction under the agreed upon Osldccordsframework. Two examples highlight this
trend well. In the Nablus governoratgPagel5 ), the extremely active settlement of Bracha is
located right next to the Palestinian city of Nablus ahits Area A perimeter. Despite proximity to a
wide range of targets there, the vast majority of attacks originating from Bracha target the
Palestinian villages of Burin and Iraq Buin which are further from the settlement and under Israeli
security jurisdiction. Another example is inJenin(Pagel12) where settlers returning to the site of
Homesh or Sa Nur or settlers in Mevo Dotan clearly opt to attack targets under Israeli security
jurisdiction while many other nearby targets are ignored.

The explanatian is simple, as the IsraelhumanrE CE OO Ts@lénmd intes: 6

Since the settlements began in the Occupied Territories, the authorities have adopted an

undeclared policy of leniency toward Israelis who harm Palestinians and damage

Palestinian property. \arious state commissions and committees have noted this

OAT AAT Aug. Oi AOi 6O OADPI OO0 AT A POAI EAAOQETT O EOO
Israel have reached the same conclusion.

A report by anotherhumanrights organizationt!, Yesh Din, weighs in on a similar note revealing:

a total failure of the SJ District [West Bank] Police in investigating Palestinian complaints

about Israeli civilians harming them and their property. In90% of the complaints that were

filed the police treatment ended with the investigation filed being closed or the complaints
170081171 COEAA OEA 3* AEOOOEAO bPil EAAR OEA ) $&
of responsibility for the State of IOAAT 6 O OEEOEET ¢ EOO AOOU AT AET O/
the residents of the OPT from the violence of a third party. As noted, the IDF does not view

the protection of the Palestinian civilians as one of itglissions,and does not explain to its

soldiers and commanders their duties in that area. A systematic treatment by the IDF and

i TTEOI OET C T £ OOAAOCI AT O T &£ O 1 AEAOO xEI AOA 11
of the Law Enforcement Procedures do not in fact exist

Settlers perpetuating violence against Palestinians and their property know they are not likely to
face any punitive action from the Israeli authorities for their crimes. This is guaranteed in so far as
their actions are carried out in areas where Israel has security jurisdiadn. Acting under the cover
of Israeli impunity, settlers know precisely what areas they can attack without having to worry
about any deterrents.

While Israeli government actions against settlements proved significant in generating increases in
settler violence ina small percentageof observations,over 90 percent of all villages facing multiple

" 34 0A1T Al O(OI AT 2ECEOO E1T OEA |/ AAOPEAA 4AOOEOI OEAOGS
http://www.btselem.org/download/2009_a nnual_report_eng.pdf
11 Yesh Din, A Semblance of Law

http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/opt_prot_yeshdin_semblance_law_june_2006.pdf
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instances of settler violence in our database (139 villages) are located in areas under Israeli
security jurisdiction.

lllusions of the O 0 O E A Nartative 6

While soA Al pridefA ©5 AOOAAEO AT 1T AAOOh AO xA Eabdduht AAT T 1 OC
for a small fraction of the totality of Israeli settler violence. This is not the understanding one would

get, however, by reading most of what is written in recent media reports about Israeli settler

violence.The narrative around the reporting of such events pits extreme rightving settlers against

the Israeli government which is often presented as condemning the rare acts of hooligans.
Take this recent storyin The Atlantic, for example

According to a 2008Haaretz article, the roots of price tag attacks can be traced to

the August 2005 dismantling ofsettlements in the Gaza StripEver since then, the extreme
right has sought to establish a 'balancefderror,' in which every state action aimed at them
-from demolishing a caravan in an outpost to restricting the movements of those suspected
of harassing Palestinian olive harvestersgenerates an immediate, violent reaction," the
left-wing paper wrote a the time. And violence is on the riseReutersnotes that attacks by
settlers against Palestinian property in the West Bank have risen by Pércent in the first
seven months of 2011 compared with the same period last year. The news agency adds that
the perpetrators of price tag attacks appear to operate in small groups that resemble
terrorist cells, and that no charges have been brought againsuspects in price tag

incidents.

Here the antagonistsare the pricetaggers who act only when the obligatiorabiding Israeli state
dismantles an outpost. This twisted narrative leads the reader to believe that the settlers and the
Israeli state are facimg off against each other and this is the reason why settler violence exists and is
on the rise. The Israeli state and its military, which is obligated by international law to protect the
civilians in the territory it occupies, is absolved of all responsiliity for settler violence. The reality

is an inversion of this narrative. tis in fact because the Israeli state overwhelming fails to confront
the settlers and provide protection for Palestinians and their property that settlers are emboldened
and perpeduate attacks.

OO Qgg@a@acks occur but represent a minisale portion of settler violence. t,in the scant o
i AET OOOAAI 1T AAEA Al OAOACA 1T AAQBHBOA A AEGA £® GHIIIE
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http://www.haaretz.com/print-edition/news/analysis-the-extreme-right-has-sought-to-establish-a-balance-of-terror-1.256501
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/factbox-facts-about-price-tag-attacks-blamed-on-jewish-settlers

Recommendations

To Israel

A

Israel should end all settlement construction and ultimately withdraw from all occupied
Palestinianterritory. The failure to do this in the interim , however, does not absolve
Israel of its obligations to protect Palestinian civilians in the territories it occupies.

The most active and violent settlements are known and the most vulnerable Palestinian
villages are also knownlsrael must devote targeted military and policing resources to
cracking down on settler violence throughout the West Bank but particularly inan d
around the most dangerous settlements.

In addition to taking proactive measures around the most dangerous settlements to curb
Israeli settler violence, Israeli police andhe IDF must act to prevent settler violence as it
occurs and must stop intervenin g only as a protective force for the violent settlers .

The government of Israel should make it a priority to overhaul its procedures and policies
relating to the investigation of settler violence incidentsinstances of Israeli settler

violence must be immediately, thoroughly and credibly investigated with appropriate
sentences adjudicated. Punishments for perpetrators of violence should not vary based on
the ethnicity or religious background of the perpetrator or target but rather be determined
to fit the crime.

The government of Israel should take policy measures fmolice settlements which are
active in settler violenceagainst Palestinian civilians andarrest and punish leaders or
preachers who advocate violence within these settlements .

Given thatlsrael has an obligation to protect Palestinian civilians in occupied territory
under international law and that over 90percent of incidents of Israeli settler violence
happen in areas where Israel has serrity jurisdiction, Israel bears the most signifi cant
and direct responsibility to combat settler violence.
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To the United States

A Thegovernment of the United Stateshould press the government of Israel in both
private and public forums to immediately enact policies to curb Israeli settler violenc e
against Palestinian civilians and their property.

A The United States should also conduct an internal review of any U.S. taxpayer dollars
which are going to fund Israeli settlements and prohibit any such funding. Particular
attention should be paid to Anerican charities which may exploit nonprofit status to collect
donations and direct US tax dollars toward settlements.

To the Palestinians

A With the most vulnerable areas of the West Bank being clearly known, Palestinian
leaders should devote resourcesto protect isolated villages even if armed security
forces are not permitted. Such resources can include training for villagers on how to resist,
document and record settler violence as well as medical and emergency resources like
environmentally safe exthguishants.

To Journalists

A 7TEET A AT OAOET ¢ OPOEAA OACS OA CaddotlsértlerviblénteAT A A
on these incidents misrepresents the scope as well as the cause of this phenometiois.
Israeli government inaction and not action s that allow most settler violence to occur.
This report is meant to serve as a reference point on Israeli settler violence and journalists
covering the issue would do well to use it and other comprehensive reports as a departure
point for reporting.
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Appendix

Notable Incidents in 2011

January

A 4 JanuarySettlers killed two sheep belonging to Palestinians in theillage of Qusra in the
governorate of Nablus

A 8 January Settlers uprooted 100 olive tree seedlings in theillage of Qusra in Nablus

A 9 January Settlers used chemical compounds to destroy 25 olive trees in Mughayyir, a
village within the Ramallahdistrict.

A 14 January Settlers came into the village of Qusra in Nablus and opened gunfire on
Palestinians, injuringsix.

A 16 January Settlersin the Bagad Yalley near Hebron opened gunfire on villagers injuring
one 17-year old Palestinian.

A 24 January Settlers in theOld Cityof Hebron physically attacked a Palestinian and inflicted
injuries.

A 24 January In the village of Tuwani near Hebronsettlers opened gunfire on the village
killing two sheep.

A 27 January Settlers from Maskiyyot entered the village of Ein Al Hilwa and physically
attacked two Palestinians. Both sustained injuries as a result.

A 28 January Settlers from Beitar Elit entered Nahhalin in the governorate of Bethlehem and
attacked Palestinians. One civilian was injured as a result.

A 28 January Settlers in Hebron physically attacked aelevenyear old in theOld City. The
child was injured in the attack.

A 28 January Settlersattacked Palestinians near the settlement of Susiya. Two civilians were
injured as a result.

A 28 January Settlers from the Brachasettlement opened gunfire on residents living in the
Iraq Burin village. Seventeen-year old Maher Hamza Qadous was killed asa result of the
gunfire.

A 29 January Settlers from Beit Ayin opened fire on villagers from Safa in the district of
Hebron. One Palestinian was wounded antl -year old Yousef Fakhri Ikhlayl was killed
in the attack.

A 29 January Settlers physically attacled Palestinians in the village of Surif in Hebron. Two
villagers were injured in the attack.

A 30 January Settlers attacked a Palestinian in Fasayil, a village in the Jericho governorate.

The victim sustained injuries in the attack.
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February

A 4 February: Settlers near Beit Ummar in the Hebron district threw stones at Palestinian
civilians. Two people were injured in the attack.

A 11 February: Settlers in theOld Gty of Jerusalem severely beat and stabbed two civilians.
One Palestinian was critically wounéd while Hussam Al-Rweidi was killed in the attack.

A 15 February: A Palestinian was physically attacked in Mikhmas. Attackers came from the
T AAOAU - AGAIT A -EEEIi AO OAOOI Ai A1 Os

A 15 February: Settlers set fire to 250 olive trees near the village of Safa in thiéstrict of
Hebron.

A 16 February: Settlers from Kaida opened gunfire on Palestinians in the village of Jalud. One
Palestinian was injured in the attack.

A 19February:3 AOOI1 AOO Gty phsically dttdcked a Palestinian. The Palestinian
was injured in the attack.

A 20 February: Settlers from Maskiyyot physically attacked Palestinians in Ein Al Hilwa. One
Palestinian was injured in the attack.

A 20 February: Settlers entered the village of Qusra in the Nablus governorate and cut down
approximately 250 olive trees.

A 22February:3 AOO1 AOO ET (AAOIT 160 /1T A #EOU PEUOEAAI 1T U
individuals being injured.

A 23 February: Settlers from Bracha entered the village of Burin, lysically attacked
Palestiniansand set fire to two vehicles. Two Palestinians were injured in the attack.

A 25 February: Settlers from Yitzhar entered Urif near Nablus and uprooted 25 olive trees
belonging to Hussein Abdul Fattah Safadi

A 26 February: Settlers from Bracha entered Burin and physically attackeBalestinians
injuring one.
March

A 1 March: Settlers from Karnei Shomron threw stones at vehicles on the Qalgiliyldablus
road. One civilian was injured in the attack.

A 1 March: Asettler vehicle ran over athree-year old child in Lubban Al Gharbi, a vitige in
the Ramallah governorate. The child was critically wounded as a result.

A 1 March: A sttler vehicle ran over asix-year old child in Hebrord O / 1. Fhe ¢hilel @as
critically wounded as a result.

A 1 March: Settlers entered thevillage of Huwwara and set fire to a twostory home.
A 3March:3 A001 AOO &OiI i OEA . AEI EGAIT OhénfRakdliahi O AT OA
and set fire to one vehicle.
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A 4 March: Settlers from Shavot Rachel entered the Palestinian village of Jalud and uprooted
350 olive tree seedlings.

A 4 March: Settlers threw stones at homes in the village of Burimear Nablus. Three homes
sustained damage in the attack

A 6 March: Settlers from Bracha entered Iraq Burin in the Nablus district and physically
attacked Palestinians. Two wre injured in the attack.

A 6 March: Settlers entered Dura Al Qar near Ramallah and kidnappéfree children.

A 6 March: Settlers entered Kfar Laqif in the Qalqiliya governorate and threw stones at
vehicles. One vehicle was damaged as a result.

A 8 March: Sdtlers entered Qusra villagenear Nablus and physically attacked Palestinians.
The Israel army intervened and also opened fire on Palestinians. Nine were injured as a
result.

A 10 March: Settlers from Eili Zahav entered the Deir Ballut village in the distet of Salfit and
cut down 25 olive trees.

A 24 March: Settlers entered the village of Taybeh in Ramallah and threw stones at
Palestinians. One was injured in the attack.

A 24 March: Settlers from Yitzhar threw stones at Palestinians in Nablus. Two were injed in
the attack

A 26 March: Settlers entered Burga and physically attacked a Palestiniaecurity officer. The
officer sustained injuries as a result.

A 27 March: Settlers from Karnei Shomron threw stones at cars on the Qalgiliyidablus road.
Two vehicles wee damaged and one Palestinian was injured in the attack.

A 27 March: Settlers from Shilo threw stones at Palestinians in Ramallah. Two Palestinians
sustained injuries.

A 28 March: A settler ran over afour-year old girl in the village of Turrama near HebronShe
was critically wounded as a result.

A 29 March: A sttler drove their vehicle into a herd of sheep outside the Tuqu village in
Bethlehem.Tensheep were killed as a result.

A 31 March: Settlers from Halamish threwstones at Palestinians in the disict of Ramallah.
One Palestinianwas injured as a result.

A 31 March: A settler vehicle ran over athree-UAAO T 1 A CEOI ET (AAOT 180 /
critically injured as a result.

A 31 March: Settlers near the Homesh outpost entered the district of Jenin and ysically
attacked Palestinians. Two were injured as a result.
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April

A 2 April: A settler vehicle rammed a civilian vehicle near the settlement of Yitzhar. The
Palestinian driver was hospitalized after their car flipped.

A 3 April: A settler vehicle rammeda taxi at the Hamra checkpoint in Jericho. One Palestinian
was injured in the attack.

A 4 April: Settlers enteredthe village ofMughayyir and physically attacked Palestinians. One
was injured in the attack.

A 10 April: Settlers enteredthe village ofAsira Al Qibliya and threw stones and glass bottles at
Palesthians, set fire to one vehicleand destroyed an electricity generator. Two Palestinians
were injured as a result.

12 April: Settlers in the Old City of Hebron physically attacked a Palesitim causing injuries.
12 April: Settlers in the Old City of Hebron set fire to two vendor stalls.

> > >

13 April : A settler vehicle in the Old City of Hebron hifive-yearold Hala 5 OET AT as A8 AEO
she rode her bike. Shavas hospitalized as a result of the attack.

A 14 April : A settler vehicle ran over a Palestinian in thevillage of Hajja. The victim was
transported to the hospital for treatment.

A 15Apri:3 A001 AOO A&OT I 3 EAgyh &nd paysioallyCafiabkediPalestin®ue 5
Four were injured in the attack.

A 17 April: Settlersthrew stones at homesandAEEAT AO ET (AAOI 1860 /1 A #E
and one windshield were destroyed in the attack.

A 17 April: A settler vehicle entered the village of Yanoun and drove into a herd of sheep.
Three sheep were killed in theattack.

A 18 April: Settlers from Susiya entered Hebron and physically attacked Palestinians. One was
injured in the attack.

A 20 April: Settlers entered Iraq Burin and threw stones at Palestinians. One was injured in
the attack.

A 20 April: Settlers from Bracha enteredthe village ofBurin and physically attacked
Palestinians. Four were injured as a result.

A 24April:3A001 AOO ET (AAOIT60 /1T A #EOU AAOOOT UAA A
A 25 April: Settlers entered Burin and physically attacked a Fastinian man. He sustained
injuries in the attack.
A 25ApriI:3A001 AOO ET (AAOT T80 |/ l-year#ldEnanl HbststhbdlAAT 1 U A
injuries in the attack

A 25 April: Settlers in the Old City of Hebron sprayed gases at Palestinian civilians. Two
suffered from suffocation as a result of the attack.
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A 25 April : Settlers threw stones orvillagers in Huwwara. Three were injured as a result,
including onetwelve-year old youth.

A 25 April: Settlers entered Burin and set fire to a Palestinians vehicleh& vehicle was
destroyed as a result.

A 25 April: Settlers in Sheikh Jarrah sprayed gases into the eyes of three children. The
children sustained injuries in the attack.

A 28 April: Settlers from Yitzhar physically attacked Palestinians in the Nablus distticOne
Palestinian was injured in the attack.

A 28 April: Settlers threw stones at vehicles in the village of Haris. One windshield was
smashed in the attack.

A 29 April: Settlers physically attacked Palestinians near the Yitzhar settlement. One
Palestinianwas injured in the attack.

A 30 April: Settlers from Ytizhar threw stones at cars in the Nablus governorate. Three
windshields were destroyed in the attack.

May

A 1 May: Settlers from Bracha threw stones avillagers in Burin. One Palestinian was injured
in the attack.

A 1 May: Settlers threw stones at vehicles in the village of Jit. One windshield was destroyed in
the attack.

A 5May: Settlers entered the village of Qusra and physically attacked Palestinians. One
civilian was injured in the attack.

A 5 May: Setiers attacked Palestinians in the Nablus district. One Palestinian was injured in
the attack.

A 8 May: Settlers in the Old City of Hebron attempted to kidnap ur-year old child. The child
was injured in the incident.

A 8 May: Settlers in Shiekh Jarrah threv stones at Palestinian children. One child was injured
in the attack.

A 10 May: Settlers entered Haris near Salfit and threw stones at vehicles. One vehicle was
damaged in the attack.

A 14 May: Settlers near Kokhav Hashahar threw stones at vehicles in the Rallah district.
Four vehicles were damaged in the attack.

A 15 May: Settlers threw stones at vehicles on the Qalgiliyhlablus road. One windshield was
destroyed and one Palestinian was injured in the attack.

A 15 May: Settlers from Havat Gilad entered Jit fage and physically attacked Palestinians.
Three civilians were injured in the attack.
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A 16 May: Settlers entered Nahhalin village in the Bethlehem governorate and threw stones at
vehicles. Two windshields were destroyed in the attack.

A 16 May: Settlers inthe Old City of Hebron threw stones at Palestinian vehicles. One
windshield was destroyed in the event.

A 17 May: Settlers raided an orphanage in the village of Thuri. Theettlers proceeded to
detain the principal and deputy of the orphanage. Three Paliégians were injured in the
operation.

A 17 May: Settlers threw stones at vehicles in the village of Duma in the district of Nablus. One
windshield was destroyed in the attack.

A 20 May: Settlers entered Beitillu and cut down 35 olive trees. They also physibpattacked
the owner of the olive trees. The Palestinian owner sustained severe injuries in the attack.

A 21 May: Settlers entered Asira Al Qibliya and physically attacked Palestinian residents.
Three Palestinians were injured in the attack.

A 21 May: Setilers from Yitzhar entered the village of Urif in the Nablus district and detained
two residents of the village.

A 23 May: Settlers entered Kafr Qaddanmear Qalgiliya and cut down 60 olive trees.

A 23 May: Settlers entered the Bethlehem district and threw stoes at vehicles. One
windshield was destroyed in the attack.

A 24 May: Settlers from Yitzhar entered Madama and physically attacked Palestinians. One
Palestinian was injured as a result.

A 28 May: Settlers from Beit Ayin entered the Hebron village of Beit Umnmand destroyed
Palestinian crops. Among the crops destroyed were 17 olive seedlingistee olive treesand
20 grapevines.

A 28 May: A settler vehicle on Road #60 near Bethlehem ran over five-year old girl. She was
critically wounded and hospitalized as aesult.

A 29 May: Settlers from Kafr Tappuah attacked Palestinians in the governorate of Salfit. Two
Palestinians were injured in the attack.

A 29May:3 A001 AOO ET (AAOIT60 /1T A #EOU OEOAx 0OOITAO
was destroyed in the #@ack.

A 30 May: A sttler vehicle on Road #60 in the Bethlehem governorate hit a man and higne-
year old son. Both sustained injuries in the attack.

A 31 May: Settlers near Susiya attacked Palestinians in the Hebron district 8outhern
Palestine. One Pakdinian was injured in the attack.
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June

A 1 June Settlers wieldingiron tools and bars attacked Palestinians in the Old City of
Jerusalem. Three Palestinians were injured in the attack.

A 1 June Settlers from Beit Ayin entered Safa and uprootefifteen grapevines belonging to
Palestinian villagers.

A 3 June Settlers threw stones at Palestinians in the Old City of Hebron. One Palestinian was
injured in the attack.

A 3June Asettler vehicle ran over asix-year old in the village of Shugba in the Ramallah
governorate. The child was critically injured in the attack.

A 3June Settlers threw stones at villager€E1T & A 08 AOA Oval TwdRalstiriaAsA O 1 AT NE
were injured in the attack.

A 5 June Settlers threw stones at vehicles in the Old City of Hebron. Owehicle was damaged
and one Palestinian was injured.

A 5June Settlers from Beit Ayin entered Safa and destroyed 35 grapevines belonging to
Palestinian villagers.

A 5 June Settlers threw stones at homes in the village of Sinjil. One window was smashed in
the attack.

A 7 June Settlers from Karmei Tzur trespassed onto Palestinian land and sprayed chemicals
onto 20 grapevines belonging to a Hebron resident.

A 9 June Settlers entered Bani Naim in the Hebron district ad set fire to 20dunums(5 acres)
of olive groves.

A 10 June Settlers from Kiryat Arba entered the Old City of Hebroand threw stones at
Palestinian-owned vehicles. Three windshields were destroyed in the attack.

A 12 June Settlers entered the village of Beitillu and sprayed gas in the face oPalestinian.
The Palestinian suffered from suffocation as a result.

A 14 June Settlers entered Kafr Malik in Ramallah and set fire to two civilian vehicles.

A 15 June Settlers entered Agraba and physically attacked a Palestinian causing injuries.

A 15June3 AOOI AOOG ET (AAOIT60 /1T A #EOU DPEUOEAAIT U A
injured in the attack.

A 18 June Settlers entered Madama in the Nablus district and physically attacked
Palestinians. One Palestinian was injured in the incident.

A 18 June A settler vehicle entered Zataranear Bethlehem and ran over a 16year old
Palestinian,causing critical injuries.

A 19 June Settlers in the Old City of Hebron physically attacked Palestinians. One civilian was
severely injured in the attack.
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